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Upland cotton ginned in the United States from the 1970 crop contained the same record-low propertion 
of Middling and higher White grades as a year earlier, according to the Department of Agriculture, 
Consumer and Marketing Service. Fifteen percent of total ginnings was in these higher grades. This 
season's ginnings contained much higher percentages of 15/16" and 1-1/16" staples than a year ago and 
a much lower percentage of 1-3/32" cotton. Nearly 84 percent of total ginnings was in the premium 

3.5 to 4.9 mike range, the highest percentage for any crop on record. American Pima cotton ginned this 
season averaged slightly higher in grade and longer in staple than last season. Cotton ginned from the 
1970 crop totaled 10,116,000 bales compared with 9,937,000 bales from the 1969 crop. 


Grades. Ginnings of Middling and higher White grades totaled nearly 1.5 million bales, or 15 percent 

of the 1970 upland crop. This is the same as last year's record-low percentage in these higher grades. 
Strict Low Middling Plus and lower White grades comprised 54 percent of this season's ginnings, also 

the same as a year ago. The Light Spotted grades accounted for 28 percent of total ginnings up slightly 
from a year earlier and the largest proportion since the 1967-68 season. The grade index of the 1970 
upland crop was 91.5 (Middling White equals 100) against 91.0 a year ago. 


Staples. The 1970 upland crop contained 6.6 million bales of cotton stapling 1-1/16" and longer. Cot- 
ton stapling 1-3/32" accounted for 20 percent of the total, down from last season's record-high of 29 
percent. The 1-1/16" staple comprised 38 percent of total ginnings, the largest percentage since the 
1960 crop. The lengths one inch and 1-1/32", combined, accounted for 15 percent of ginnings, against 
16 percent a year earlier. The staples shorter than one inch were equivalent to 20 percent of this 
season's ginnings. This is the largest percentage of these shorter staples since the 1967 crop and 
compares with 17 percent last season. The average staple of the 1970 crop was 33.4 thirty-seconds 
inches against 33.5 thirty-seconds for the 1969 crop. 


Upland supply. This season's supply of upland cotton (August 1, 1970 carry-over plus 1970 ginnings) 
totaled 15.7 million bales compared with 16.2 million bales in the previous season. Supplies of Low 
Middling Plus and higher White grades were much smaller than a year ago with Strict Low Middling down 
nearly 0.5 million bales. The supply of Low Middling cotton was up by about the same amount. An in- 
crease of 0.4 million bales in this season's supplies of Light Spotted cotton was accompanied by a 

0.4 million-bale-decrease in supplies of Spotted and Tinged cotton. The staple pattern of this season's 
supply indicates a sharp increase in cotton stapling 1-1/16" - 1.3 million bales - and a moderate in- 
crease of 0.2 million bales in 15/16" cotton. Supplies of most other staples were down from a year 

ago. The largest decrease was in the 1-3/32" staple, which was down 1.0 million bales. 


Table 1. Upland cotton in the United States, ginnings and supply, 
by staple groupings, 1966-1970 
1 inch and 1-1/16 inches and 
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All 
searee 1 inch 1-1/32 inches 1-3/32_ inches ae oon taple 
beginning Percent Percent Percent Percent Bet 
August 1 Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity lengths 


of total of total of total eof total 





1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
bales Percent bales Percent bales Percent bales Percent bales 
Ginnings 
1966 2sDO0 27 1,642 17 4,889 De 404 4 9,491 
1967 7 OD 23 1,109 aS SE607/ ae 749 10 es. 70) 
1968 OSD LS Le OM 16 ayorG 52 1,820 en 10,838 
1969 1,684 Uy, 1,590 16 5,893 60 693 y 9,860 
1970 d/: 1,970 20 i oce ey ook 58 Ou a 10,060 
Supply 
1966 8,488 33 7,433 28 OE Sia 36 763 3 26,056 
1967 6,626 34 5353 Ad. 6,558 33 re alles 6 19,641 
1968 3,824 22 3,348 20 7,681 45 Zyece 13 17,085 
1969 2,506 Lo 2,871 18 9,210 if 1,620 10 16,207 
1970 1/ 2 298 15 2,529 16 9,574 61 1,294 8 15 ,695 
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Table 9. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
this season and last season, by states 1/ 


Grade reductions 
_ Other causes 















State Total reductions 


__ 1970 1969 1970 

North Carolina Some ere = * * = Bis plibay2 
South Carolina TSreL Loz 0.6 0.6 On © ale ys: 16.8 
Georgia 9.2 8.7 0.6 ee ~ A 9.8 10.4 
Florida 9.4 9.1 0.4 0.5 0.1 9.8 9.7 
Alabama 7.0 9.8 0.1 O.8 : . 1st 10.1 
Mississippi » 6.0 4.7 O55 8.4 * Ose oe SS 
Tennessee Je 6.0 (O), al oar He Ors seen 7 8.4 
Missouri 1.4 1.8 * 0.5 * Oa 1.4 2.4 
Arkansas Say, 4.2 0.2 Leo Orel Te 4.0 ee 
Louisiana 3.4 4.5 0.7 Sa * 0.8 4.1 9.0 
Oklahoma Sed ve 5.4 2.3 * Ove B25 310 
Texas iS lee 12.9 4.4 * * 14.2 5.0: 
New Mexico 0.4 0.6 4.1 6.9 a O) al 4.5 FO 
Arizona 2a Wok 4.6 2.8 One On Tes 4.6 
Nevada 4.0 - 0.9 - = - 4.9 - 

California SiG 2.8 ORS On Onl Ol al 4.2 S10 
Other 10 4.6 Wee = 0.4 1.0 6.2 
United States 4,2 278 453 B55 Oe1 ee 8.6 Zz. 6 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 10. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple af 









After January 15 Total crop 


Bales Bales Pobo Pets Bales Bales Pet.) Pets: 

a (10) = Z = . 136. - 0.2 = 
2 (20) ef A Cat 0.4 4,220 2,654 555 ace 
a (30) 33 205 OJ eons 19,446 25,203 2573) ) 45.1 
4 (40) 747 229 1530 e 1470 26,270 17,306 34.2, 4 31.0 
5 (50) 937 132 19.8 8.1 15,686 5,588 20-4 FP 10-0 
6 (60) 904 278 19 cement eo 5,854 2,396 6 4.3 
cy (70) 861 283 16/30 lest 2,328 1, 558 350 2.8 
8 (80) 508 201 oNopgst ) ibs 1,426 SeOhired te 9 Vd 
9 (90) 314 113 6.7 6.9 699 305 0.9 0:5 
10 (00) 401 186 8:5 sli. + 773 284 1.0 O25 
Total 4712 1,634 100.0 100.0 76,838 55; O6far 100: @) 1100.0 

Staple 4 

1-1/4" & shorter (40) 102 88 22 5.4 160 142 One 0.3 
1-5/16" (42) 2,102 839 44.6 ele 4,138 3,469 et 6.2 
1-3/8" (44) 2,508 703 5372 43,0 60, 653 39,210 782941 70.4 
177/16" (46) - 4 - One 11,887 13, 087 15.5.) 23.4 
1-1/2" & longer (48) - - - - - - - - 
Total 4,712 1,634 100.0 100.0 76,838 55,908 | 100.0 ,100.0 


i/ Data for current season are preliminary. 





Table 11. Percentage distribution of upland cotton by specified grades, 
by seasons, 1959-1970 1/ 
Grade Season 
Code _| 1959 1970 
White: Se eee ee ee ees Petre Petr Potenrn Petr Petr Pets Petr 
S.M. (21) 
and higher 9.1 FBO ETP? Si 6.1 Se) eet be 2 Yor 0.5 0.8 
M.+ (30) ets t.3 0.9 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 * * * * * 
M, (31) **S05S, 926.0 Faer1 "2355 Geas7* cole?! 16.7-S#16;5An%e.6 816.4 14, 4eteere 
S.L.M+ (40) 4.8 3.4 A 1.6 137 1.4 1.9 aa 1.3 1.3 17 0.8 
S.L.M. (41) 9982236. 5922.1 92957) 269% G27s8 3251-" 31,1 -0¥28;6%983.7 9.38.5 38, 0aus4e ie 
L. M. + (50) 2a2 2.0 3 2.0 2.4 2.6 2.4 1.9 17 2.0 U7 yA 
L.M. (en) Tego eeF 1 4.6 8.2 GrS= 11t4e" 11.5-"" 7 B8ek*7.6 S68Y.8 861 zaesesi7-76 
and lower 
Light Spotted: 
S.M. (22) 
and higher 222 2.9 3.4 135 25 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.f * 
M. (32) O.4 “37.6 S2YT7 T2rF2° 1822 O¥a°* 11.459°11, 25.913, 2 9.3 Sat 8.7 
S.L.M, (42) S23 8.0 yer 1293 8.5 9577" 12,.9+°815,699'11.4 ere spoke iage 
L.M. (52) 2.0 1.6 era 373 1.9 2.9 2.5 4-5 3.3 2.9 5.5 530 
Spotted: te 2.5 a2 2.8 1.6 S25 eee 8.7 Si? 2.9 3.7 3,1 
Other Colored 2/ Cue Sia, Shay, eo ic 2.4 2.4 eS Qe fe 2 2.8 1 
Total 100.0" 100.0™" 100.0" 100.6 ~100.0" 10070 ~100.0°° 100.0" ~ 1000*" 10030" “10050 “100.0 
1/ Data for 1970 are preliminary. 
2/ Includes Below Grade. 
> Less than 0.05 percent. 
Table 12. Percentage distribution of upland cotton by specified staples, 
by seasons, 1959-1970 1/ 
Staple Season 
Code | 1959 1969 _| 1970 
Pot. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. 
13/16" (26) 
and shorter Ora: “7 “ * OF Al OF3 Ove O)sal * - Ore * 
7/e" (28) 1.4 0.2 0.3 0.4 2,6 235 Of 1.0 0.6 0.1 tes 0.4 
29/32" (29) 4.4 Ze 3.9 4.9 7.8 5.4 6.3 6.8 4.6 a5 4,2 2°5 
156" (20) eO. 1 @il.7 SSeS NS. 812.0) «91078% 91515, 26 14. 5c 0.6 7.0 6445.53 20c8 
31/32" (31) 7.9 9.7 a7 528 3.2 one 4.3 4.6 es 6.9 Sed 5.6 
1% (32) wie 7.2 Gay Bg 4.8 Seal 4.7 3.8 Si 7.2 5.6 BLO 
Ln de" (33 )Fera9.2 21.6) F44:5, 10r4 22:0) 23.65> 19.2.°°13.5 9.7 6.5 10,.S9acd0x2 
1-1/16" (34 eer ei27 PeG/.6 Se5,8 S46) Se S4l1* 34.0.0 34.87,.928.7 6.26.0 31200 La3Bs2 
1-3/32" (35) Any 6.3 891) 49 Gia, 11375 12.8.7516.9).023,0 8.26.4 26.omenaoye 
1-1/8" (36) ai2 3,5 3:5 2.8 ae 279 2.9 4,1) s@40.2 ¥,46.8 6.9 a2 
and longer 
Total 100,0 2100.0 300;0 100:0 100,0° 100.0°" 100.0.£100.0° .100.0 *100.0 100f07710020 





1/ Data for 1970 are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 13. Cotton: Grade index, by states, United States, 5-year averages, 1938-67 and by seasons, 
1966-1970 1/ 






State 1938-42 


1943-47 | 1948-52 | 1953-57 | 1958-62 | 1963-67 


Virginia 92.4 Oe], 92.0 92.2 92.9 - 89.9 - - ” - 
N. Carolina 95.8 Olas S352 Ole? 94.4 91.7 91.6 oie 91.4 88.5 88.4 
S. Carolina 96.8 9259 9355 93.9 95.6 92.4 O27. Oe 91.3 87.3 8456 
Georgia 96.8 O5.2 95.4 9551 95.8 91.0 89.8 91.9 91.1 86.1 86.7 
Florida 95.2 95.7 956 OOne 92.9 90.0 91.0 90.5 S12 89.0 86.0 
Alabama 97.0 96.9 96.1 95.7 96.3 G2a7. 9252 89.5 93.0 heal 90.1 
Mississippi Sie 9652 96.5 O5R2 95:5 94.4 94.0 92.8 92.0 92.4 89.6 
Tennessee 96.2 93.9% | 94.8 95.9 96.5 94,2 93.2 91.0 33.9 93.1 91. 6 
Missouri Gane 90.1 91.4 93.6 94.1 92.4 92.5 90.7 94.0 932 91.4 
Arkansas 96.4 93.9 93.8 94.6 94,2 92.2 91.0 90.1 Boil 92.5 90,1 
Louisiana 96.6 96,2 9720 94.4 94.9 94.4 94,3 94.5 Cow, 94.7 91.6 
Oklahoma 93.7 90.6 93.8 90.7 92.3 90.7 89.7 92.9 90.4 OS 91.6 
Texas 95.5 94.3 94.9 93.0 94.8 92.4 90.1 93.0 92.2 87.0 91<3 
New Mexico 98.3 97.6 97.4 Sigel 98.7 96.7 96.6 96.1 96.2 93.7 95.3 
Arizona 97.3 93.4 96.3 96.2 96.5 oll 91.9 9356 95.3 93.4 96.0 
California 98.3 96.9 94.8 94.3 97.8 94.1 94.7 93.6 92.4 94.6 96.3 
Used. 96.2 94.6 94.9 94.3 9555 OS el 92.0 92.8 92.6 91.0 GiTO 


7, Computed by weighting the quantity in each grade by the 1937-39 average price per pound for such 
grade of 15/16" staple. Converted to an index on basis Middling White equals 100. For 1958 and 
subsequent years, constants for Plus, Light Spotted and Light Gray set at mid-points between full 
grade weights. 


* Preliminary. 
OK RK KK ok OK KOK KK KOK KK 


Table 14. Cotton: Average staple length in thirty-seconds inches, by states, United States 
S-year averages, 1938-67 and by seasons, 1966-1970 1/ 





5-year average 


1943-47 | 1948-52 | 1953-57 | 1958-62 | 1963-67 





State 1938-42 





Virginia Sen S255 Soe Son S37, - Soo - - - 
N. Carolina S250 S216 S320 32.0 33n5 3336 3378 34.3 Soe0 34.2 33.9 
S. Carolina B25 S256 Seno, 32.9 3354 338 34.0 34.6 34.5 34.5 34.1 
Georgia Sill 32.0 32,16 S2av ei6}4 10 Sone Soe SSI, S339 3335 3343 
Florida syle al Serr, S30 3259 S256 33,0 S259 335) 33.9 Son0 SEysS 
Alabama S07 SiG 32398 Sonu 3353 Se 2 aah2 S355 SSey7, 537.6 B3eo 
Mississippi 34.2 BSe/ 34.0 393i 3350 34.1 34.2 34.5 34.6 34.5 34.4 
Tennessee S19 S255 Soe SSieal 3356 S358 34.0 B46 1 23)..8 SS 7/ Ss.8 
Missouri S257 Sige Soe $8), 5) 33)..8 34.0 34.6 34.4 34.7 34.4 34.0 
Arkansas S257. Sa Sse S373 SS a0) 34.1 34.5 34.4 34.6 34.6 34.3 
Louisiana 82.10 32.9 33.16 Soi 38.516 3335/8 3328 34.0 34.3 34.2 34.1 
Oklahoma 29.8 29.0 ZOE 295 30.8 S05 > S10), 18) Ssi.0 Ser Si 31.4 
Texas 29.7 Zeb Us SOR 30.6 Sie 30.8 30.8 iS ee/, S2y2 Shales) 31.4 
New Mexico 34.2 34.4 34.2 34.6 Sle2 Suis) 36.12 Sfe)iS) SOn2 36.2 36.0 
Arizona 32.9 32.8 Sone 335 Sou, So 10 SSO 34.0 34.7 34.0 34.2 
California 34.4 S827, ssa 34.1 34,1 34.5 34.4 B55 1 B57 34.9 35.3 
Weenie S13 e250) S2e5 See 32.8 S259 3310 33.4 33.9 33%5 33.4 
ay Averages calculated on numerical equivalents of the staple length designations; for example, 
29/32" = 29. 


* Preliminary. 
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Table 15. Grade indexes and average staples of carry-over, crop and supply of 
upland cotton, 1954-1970 





Grade indexes 1/ 






Average staples 2/ 
Year 








Carry-over Supply Carry-over 





1954 95.4 95.6 2.2 Soeo Bong SAS) 
1955 95.9 9332 94,3 32.2 Bego 32.4 
1956 94.0 96.0 95.0 Sane Bey 32.4 
LO5/ 91.9 B15 7 91.8 32.0) 32.6 3250 
1958 a 96.7 94,3 Ser, 32.8 Bews 
1959 95.0 95.8 o> Slee S265 Seu 
1960 97.9 95.4 96.2 33.0 Sead Sas9 
1961 97.6 95.7. 96.3 B3e5 Sy 33.0 
1962 96.9 93.9 94.9 gone 32,0 33.00) 
1963 Seo 94.6 94.9 Seen Sry Beit 
1964 95.3 93.2 94.1 32.3 see0 Sego 
1965 94.8 93.0 93.9 32.4 32.8 32.0 
1966 92.9 92.0 92.6 BY26 3 So d0 32.4 
1967 935.1 92.8 93.0 32.1 33.4 3260 
1968 92.6 92.6 92.6 S27 5a 33.9 33.4 
1969 93.2 91.0 91.9 Bo.6 Sono 33.6 
1970* 93.4 91s Wesry 34.0 33.4 33.6 





a 


Middling White equals 100. For 1958 and subsequent years, constants for Plus, 
Light Spotted and Light Gray set at mid-points between full grade weights. 

2/ Expressed in thirty-seconds of an inch. 

. Preliminary. 
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